HOMEGROWN

alent
A Caymanian fashion designer emerges
on the red carpet Hollywood scene.
#Z4IVSOB%F$PVr1IPUPTCZ+JN(BUFT
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Keira Knightley, Kirsten Dunst, Britney Spears and
Rihanna are just a handful of the hottest celebrity
fashionistas who have worn Crown Atelier, the brand of
clothing designed by Tigerlily Hill, an up-and-coming
designer and stylist from the Cayman Islands.

T

igerlily has developed a look that is at once con-

to be signature pieces that will take you from your job to

temporary and feminine, which has helped launch

the streets to the red carpet. I aim to create clothes that my

her line into the competitive fashion industry.

customer can keep in her closet year after year, and it is not

Essence magazine, US Weekly and MTV music vid-

going to go out of style.

eos have all featured her pieces, and last year she won the
Emerging Designer Award at Caribbean Fashion Week.
When Hill caught up with Cayman Airways Skies recently,

What is the theme this season?
In the past, I have done a lot of bright colours with a lot

she was energised, as she’d just received word one of her

of dark colours. This season I am showing a lot of creams,

favourite shops in London was going to carry her line. She also

pale greens and black. I am using a lot of lace, with a high

had a lot to say about the paparazzi, reality TV and secrets in

neck for delicate-looking blouses and dresses. The look is very

the world of high fashion.

Victorian, with an everyday feel.

Can you elaborate on the meaning behind the name of
your clothing line: Crown Atelier?

What inspires you?

“Crown” refers to the Cayman Islands, because some-

I use my travels as my inspiration. I absolutely love being
at home in the Cayman Islands, as we have such a visual and

times it is referred to as the Crown Colony. “Atelier” comes

multi-cultural society. Recently, my ideas seem to be born

from my obsession with French fashion and means “work-

out of necessity. For example, I created our Spring Tuxedo

shop” in French.

Jumpsuit for a Rachel Bilson red carpet moment.

What is the overarching aesthetic for Crown Atelier?
How often do you produce a collection?

What was the moment that put you on the fast track in
the fashion world?

We produce two collections per year. The elements

In my case, it happened with a paparazzi friend of mine

are strong silhouettes combined with delicate fabric for

who knew Britney Spears, and he thought she would love

a very feminine look. From season to season you will see

my clothes. I had created some T-shirts that were tie-dyed.

that reference in every collection. My pieces are designed

One had a Cayman Parrot and another had an iguana.
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You were on VH1’s reality show “Glam God with Vivica
A. Fox,” which is a competition about the world of
fashion stylists. Can you tell me more about that?
A stylist will look at the client and create their look from
head to toe. So she will pick the outfit, the shoes and choose
their hair and makeup to go with it. I do a lot of work as a stylist and as a designer.

How did you get on the show?
It is reality a show and a competition, but they cast you.
So they are not going to have 10 of the same type of people
on the show. They choose people who will vibe with each
other or have some kind of conflict with each other and people with strong opinions.
They had over 170,000 auditions and I was one of 12 that
made it on the show.
I think I was a good candidate because I was very confident. I was from a different place. They had never heard of
any fashion designers or stylists from the Cayman Islands.

What was a show highlight for you?
At first I was really self-conscious that I was on TV. By the
second day, I just didn’t really care. On the first episode, we
were set up in teams and were told to pick something from
the closet to make our client red carpet ready. So we dressed
the client in an outfit that was reminiscent of Coco Channel
and we won that challenge. It really started to hone in that
this was something I could win. Every episode was a test like
that. I made it all the way to the finals. I didn’t win, but that
My paparazzi friend took Britney and her people to my

show was very instrumental in my professional growth.

manufacturer in LA to see some of my samples. She took
one of each. I was really nervous because we only had a few
pieces. A couple weeks later, a photograph of her wearing

So what about the show was instrumental?
One of the judges on the show, Melanie Bromley, was the

[one of my] T-shirts ended up in US Weekly. When Britney

bureau chief for US Weekly. Now, she is a special correspond-

wears something, people take notice.

ent for “E! News” [Senior Managing Correspondent]. She sat

How did your clothing line end up on MTV?

I had something special and I had special pieces. She’s worn

me down and told me I had to keep going with this because
My business partner and I were in downtown LA on a

my jacket and she’s worn my dresses.

trip to our manufacturer and I recognised Bryan Barber. He is
a rap music director for Outkast and Bow Wow. We just got
to talking and that is how he started looking at my clothes.
My leather jacket was put in his music video and that got a
lot of play on MTV. Getting that MTV stamp really got buyers
interested in our line.
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You won the Emerging Designer Award at Caribbean
Fashion Week in Jamaica in 2012. What are runway
shows like for you?
It’s madness. Any runway show is madness. There are
celebrities out there. As a designer, there are parties you have

058
Where to find Crown Atelier
Cayman Islands: CELEB Boutique at the Marquee Plaza
USA: Select Fred Segal and Barneys stores
Australia, Northbridge: Periscope
Shanghai: O'Blu
London: Oxygen
Online: crownatelier.com

to attend to represent your brand and talk to the press. For

Top Model”], who was considering an offer to be a judge

the show, there are 18 pieces that you are showing. Since I am

on the Caribbean show. I researched it, told Treveen about

a stylist as well as a designer, I style all 18 models. And I make

it and the rest is history.

sure the story starts in one place and ends on the other. As a
designer, I send out the models on the runway and hope people will like the collection and want to buy the line.

What is your advice to aspiring designers?
Be confident in yourself and be prepared to work harder
than you ever have. Hone your skills. You have to be able

There seem to be a lot of young ladies going into modelling in the Cayman Islands. How do you think they
will do at the international level?
We have a nice little mix going on. There is going to be
a host of models coming from the Cayman Islands. Not just
my friend Treveen or Selita Ebanks. And it is not just one

to carry your idea and, most importantly, be able to trans-

look. It is like a global beauty that happens in the Cayman

late that idea. Sewing clothes does not make you a fashion

Islands. It is going to be interesting to watch.

designer; you have to have the interest of the public, stores
and editors.

Do you ever use Caymanian models in your shows?
One of my best friends, Treveen Stewart, is a model and

So when your friends from Los Angeles or other
Hollywood types come to the Cayman Islands, what are
your top recommendations?
When it comes to doing activities, my favourite place

my muse. She is just the nicest, most down to earth person

is a little fish fry called Heritage Kitchen in West Bay. I love

and a bit of a tomboy. Whenever I do a show that I can use my

their fish on the weekends. Smith Cove Beach is one that

own models, I try to use models from the Cayman Islands.

I highly recommend to friends. It takes me back to when
I was 15, and I was such a beach bunny. It is the most

Didn’t Treveen Stewart win “Caribbean’s Next Top
Model” last year?
I knew she would win. I first learned of the competition
through a friend, Naima Mora [winner of “America’s Next
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serene place in Grand Cayman. And CELEB Boutique at
the Marquee; I am the buyer for the store, so I love going
through the racks to make sure things are properly displayed. I am such a nerd.

